
C H I C A G O ,  I L L I N O I S E S T .  1 9 9 0

W H A T ' S  I N S I D E
A B O U T  T H E  C O M P A N Y

C U R R E N T  R E P E R T O I R E

T O U R I N G

P E R F O R M A N C E  D A T E S

P R E S S

T H E  A R T I S T S

TRINITYIRISH
ANY

F O U N D I N G  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R  M A R K  H O W A R D
DANCECOMP




Photo by Lois Greenfield



T I D C  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a n  o r i g i n a l
m e a n s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  a
h i g h  r e g a r d  f o r  t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  c u t t i n g - e d g e
n o n p r o f i t  c o m p a n y  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e
t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  w o r k  o f  F o u n d i n g  A r t i s t i c
D i r e c t o r  M a r k  H o w a r d .  F o u n d e d  i n  1 9 9 0 ,
H o w a r d ’ s  u n i q u e l y  I r i s h - A m e r i c a n  c o m p a n y
w a s  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  I r i s h
d a n c e ,  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  m o v e m e n t  g e n r e  w h i c h
o p e n e d  n e w  a v e n u e s  o f  a r t i s t i c  f r e e d o m  t h a t
l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n s  s u c h
a s  “ R i v e r d a n c e . ”

B y  u s i n g  I r i s h  d a n c e  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  a n d  a
m e t a p h o r ,  T I D C  r e d e f i n e s  t h e  m e d i u m  w i t h
p a s s i o n ,  f l a i r ,  a n d  p r e c i s i o n .  T h r o u g h  a
u n i q u e  b l e n d  o f  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  p o w e r  a n d
g r a c e ,  T I D C  s e n d s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  m e s s a g e  o f
f e m a l e  e m p o w e r m e n t  w i t h  a  r e p e r t o r y  t h a t
h a s  e l e v a t e d  t h e  a r t  f o r m  f o r  o v e r  t h r e e
d e c a d e s .

C o n s i d e r e d  a n  A m e r i c a n  t r e a s u r e  b y  
c r i t i c s  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t s  w o r l d w i d e ,  T I D C  
h a s  p e r f o r m e d  s o l d - o u t  t o u r s  i n  E u r o p e ,
A s i a ,  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  a p p e a r i n g  i n  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v e n u e s ,  s u c h  a s  N e w  
Y o r k ' s  T h e  J o y c e  T h e a t e r ,  W a s h i n g t o n  
D . C . ' s  K e n n e d y  C e n t e r ,  U C L A ' s  R o y c e  
H a l l ,  O t t a w a ' s  N a t i o n a l  A r t s  C e n t e r  o f
C a n a d a ,  T o k y o ’ s  O r c h a r d  H a l l ,  a n d  
C h i c a g o ' s  A u d i t o r i u m  T h e a t r e ,  
a m o n g  m a n y  o t h e r s .  

C H E L S E A  H O Y
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CONTACT FOR MARKETING, PRESS, & OUTREACH 

303-257-6412 | CHELSEA.TIDC@GMAIL.COM

G A R V I N  J E L L I S O N
PRODUCTION MANAGER

CONTACT FOR SCHEDULE, TECHNICAL NEEDS, & LOGISTICS

651-592-4967 | GARVIN.JELLISON+TIDC@GMAIL.COM

B A R B A R A  F R U M

ABOUT THE COMPANY
T R I N I T Y  I R I S H  D A N C E  C O M P A N Y  ( T I D C )  H A S  S I G N I F I C A N T L Y  C H A N G E D  T H E  D I R E C T I O N  A N D  
S C O P E  O F  I R I S H  D A N C E ,   R E - I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  A R T  F O R M  A S  T H E  P H E N O M E N O N  I T  I S  T O D A Y .  

TRINIT IRISHDANCECOMP
F O U N D I N G  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R  M A R K  H O W A R D

Y ANY

T I D C  h a s  t r a v e l e d  t o
e n t e r t a i n  d i g n i t a r i e s  a s
v a r i e d  a s  M o n a c o ’ s  r o y a l
f a m i l y ,  I r i s h  a n d
A m e r i c a n  p r e s i d e n t s ,
J a p a n e s e  r o y a l t y ,  a n d
I n d i a n  m e d i t a t i o n
m a s t e r s .

· · ·

T I D C  h o l d s  a n  i m p o r t a n t
p l a c e  i n  t h e  d a n c e  w o r l d ,
o f f e r i n g  b o t h  a  h i g h l y  
s k i l l e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
t r a d i t i o n a l  I r i s h  s t e p  
d a n c e  a n d  a  b r i l l i a n t l y
e n g a g i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r l d
v i s i o n .

AGENT REPRESENTATIVE, OUTER/MOST AGENCY
CONTACT FOR BOOKING

416-727-0725 | BFRUM@OUTERMOSTAGENCY.COM

https://vimeo.com/trinityirishdancecompany
https://www.facebook.com/trinityirishdancecompany
https://www.instagram.com/trinityirishdancecompany/
mailto:garvin.jellison%2Btidc@gmail.com
https://www.outermostagency.com/
mailto:bfrum@outermostagency.com
https://trinityirishdancecompany.com/


CURRENT REPERTOIRE
SOLES
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD 

ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT: MICHAEL DONNELAN, MICHAEL GARDINER

11 DANCERS - 6:55 MINUTES

“When the soles of your shoes have worn off, you’re back on your feet again.” 
- Michael Howard, father of Founding Artistic Director Mark Howard

A NEW DAWN (2018)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD 

ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT: RICHARD GRIFFIN

12 DANCERS - 4:28 MIN

Folk dance for the future at breakneck speed

CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD 

15 DANCERS - 5:23 MINUTES

From a whisper to a scream

BLACK ROSE (2004)

(2018)

C H E L S E A  H O Y
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CONTACT FOR MARKETING, PRESS, & OUTREACH 

303-257-6412 | CHELSEA.TIDC@GMAIL.COM

G A R V I N  J E L L I S O N
PRODUCTION MANAGER

CONTACT FOR SCHEDULE, TECHNICAL NEEDS, & LOGISTICS

651-592-4967 | GARVIN.JELLISON+TIDC@GMAIL.COM
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CURRENT REPERTOIRE

SPARKS (2022)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD AND ALI DOUGHTY

1 DANCER, 1 MUSICIAN - 4:00 MINUTES

A blend of World Solo Champions Jake James’ 
and Ali Doughty’s virtuosic gifts

COMMUNION (2014)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD AND SANDY SILVA

12 DANCERS - 6:15 MINUTES

A synthesis of forms rooted in the profound power of connection

JOHNNY (1991)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD

COSTUMES: BIRGIT RATTENBORG WISE

13 DANCERS - 5:05 MINUTES

Created for and premiered on NBC’s The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson at
NBC Studios in Burbank, California on March 15, 1991

C H E L S E A  H O Y
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CONTACT FOR MARKETING, PRESS, & OUTREACH 
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CURRENT REPERTOIRE

PUSH (2014)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD 

ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT: ANDREW VICKERS

6 DANCERS, 6:00 MINUTES

Percussive power on equal footing

FOR ACCESS TO ARCHIVAL VIDEO OF CURRENT REPERTOIRE, CLICK HERE.

C H E L S E A  H O Y
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CONTACT FOR MARKETING, PRESS, & OUTREACH 
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G A R V I N  J E L L I S O N
PRODUCTION MANAGER
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AMERICAN TRAFFIC (2020)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MICHELLE DORRANCE AND MELINDA SULLIVAN

A hybrid of Irish step and American tap that plays at the intersection of
rhythmic sensibilities and rebellious histories

An examination of the battle between substance and spectacle

AN SORCAS (2019)
CHOREOGRAPHY: MARK HOWARD AND CHELSEA HOY
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CONTACT FOR BOOKING
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https://vimeo.com/trinityirishdancecompany
https://www.facebook.com/trinityirishdancecompany
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TOURING
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PRODUCTION MANAGER
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T O U R I N G
P A R T Y :

L O A D - I N :

17-19 dancers
4  mus ic ians
2-3 product ion  crew
2 staff

Program prefers  
load- in  one  day pr ior  
to  performance,  but  same-
day load- in  i s  poss ib le .

V i e w  our  standard
techn ica l  r ider
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UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

NOTABLE
VENUES

C H E L S E A  H O Y
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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AUGUST 13,  2022
FEB.  9,  10,  & 11 ,  2023

MARCH 2,  2023
MARCH 3,  2023

MARCH 11 ,  2023
MARCH 17,  2023
MARCH 23,  2023
MARCH 24,  2023

APRIL 14,  2023
APRIL 22,  2023

JUN.  26 -  JUL.  18,  2023



D a n c e  f o r  L i f e ,  A u d i t o r i u m  T h e a t r e  -  C h i c a g o ,  I L

W h i t e  B i r d  -  P o r t l a n d ,  O R

C o w a n  F i n e  A r t s  C e n t e r  -  T y l e r ,  T X

M o o d y  H a l l  -  D a l l a s ,  T X

T h e  M u s i c  H a l l  -  D e t r o i t ,  M I

M i l l e r  O u t d o o r  T h e a t e r  -  H o u s t o n ,  T X

M a j e s t i c  T h e a t r e  -  G e t t y s b u r g ,  P A

W e i s  C e n t e r  -  L e w i s b u r g ,  P A

G o g u e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  -  A u b u r n ,  A L

D o r r a n c e  D a n c e  a n d  T I D C  -  A u d i t o r i u m  T h e a t r e  -  C h i c a g o ,  I L

T o u r  o f  J A P A N ,  c i t i e s  a n d  t h e a t e r s  T B A

Trinity Ir ish Dance Company has
performed sold-out tours in
Europe, Asia, and North America,
appearing in distinguished venues
such as the Kennedy Center,
UCLA's Royce Hal l ,  Ottawa's
National Arts Center of Canada,
Tokyo’s Orchard Hal l ,  and
Chicago's Auditorium Theatre,
among many others.  This past
season, Trinity Ir ish Dance
Company completed their fourth
week-run at The Joyce Theater. 
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PRESS
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"A STUNNING PROGRAM OF GROUND-
BREAKING DANCE"

"FRESH"

"I DON’T KNOW WHEN TRINITY IRISH DANCE
COMPANY WILL NEXT APPEAR IN NEW YORK, BUT
ITS RETURN CANNOT COME QUICKLY ENOUGH."

BROADWAY WORLD, READ MORE

THE NEW YORK TIMES, READ MORE

CRITICAL DANCE, READ MORE

Photo by Timothy Clary

Photo by the New York Times

Photo by Lois Greenfield
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PRESS
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“A COOL VIBE…[STRETCHES] THE LIMITS OF WHAT
IRISH DANCE CAN DO AESTHETICALLY AND
RHYTHMICALLY” 

"WHERE WOMEN MAKE THE FORM THEIR OWN"

FOR MORE PRESS
CLICK HERE

THE BOSTON GLOBE, READ MORE

CHICAGO TRIBUNE, READ MORE
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THE ARTISTS
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M A R K  H O W A R D  (Founding Art ist ic  D irector/Choreographer)  For
more than three decades,  th is  p ioneer ing choreographer has
been str iv ing for  and achiev ing that  which is  profoundly
s ign if icant  and equal ly  d iff icu lt  to  atta in—the transcendence of
craft  to  art  and the synthes is  of  forms to create something that
is  forward- look ing and new.  H is  work  mainta ins  integr ity  whi le
s imultaneous ly  go ing beyond the framework of  ethn ic ity  to  carve
new tradit ions .

Born in  Yorksh ire ,  Eng land,  and ra ised in  Chicago,  Howard began
his  dancing career  at  e ight  years  o ld  at  the Dennehy School  of
Ir ish  Dance.  He began teaching when he was on ly  17  years  o ld ,
and by 19 he had launched the Tr in ity  Academy of  I r ish  Dance,
subsequent ly  leading them to unprecedented Wor ld
Championsh ip  team t it les  for  the Un ited States—the f irst  when
he was on ly  25 .

Howard’s  groundbreak ing work  in  the late  80s led to  h is  un ique
trans it ion  from the compet it ive  stage to the performing arts
stage and began h is  gradual  evo lut ion  from coach to art ist ic
d irector .  By 1990,  these format ive years  led to  the creat ion of  a
nonprof it  forum,  Tr in ity  I r ish  Dance Company (T IDC) ,  to
ce lebrate and further  h is  work .  From its  incept ion,  T IDC has
been met with  great  cr it ica l  acc la im across the wor ld .

Howard was a  regu lar  guest  on T h e  T o n i g h t  S h o w  s t a r r i n g  J o h n n y
C a r s o n  from 1989 unt i l  1991,  and h is  choreography has
accumulated a  mult i tude of  nat iona l  and internat iona l  te lev is ion
credits  inc lud ing T h e  T o n i g h t  S h o w  w i t h  J a y  L e n o ,  C B S  T h i s
M o r n i n g ,  T h e  T o d a y  S h o w ,  L i v e  w i t h  R e g i s ,  G o o d  M o r n i n g  A m e r i c a ,
M A R T H A ,  and C O N A N ,  to  name a few.  From PBS and ABC specia ls ,
to  extens ive  f i lm work  for  Disney,  Touchstone,  Un iversa l ,  and
Dream Works ,  Howard has worked with  the l i kes  of  Oprah
Winfrey,  Ron Howard,  and Sam Mendez .  He was the personal
dance coach for  actors  Tom Hanks and Danie l  Craig  whi le
work ing on the f i lm R o a d  t o  P e r d i t i o n .  Howard’s  work  has led to
numerous Choreographer 's  Fe l lowships  awarded by the Nat iona l
Endowment for  the Arts  and he has been named three t imes as
one of  I r ish  American Magazine’s  “Top 100 Ir ish-Americans .”  

Howard cont inues to  choreograph new works ,  as  wel l  as  expand
his  independent  career  to  work  in  theater ,  te lev is ion ,  concert ,
and f i lm.  The feature f i lm screenplay SOLES,  which focuses on
Howard and Tr in ity ,  is  current ly  in  the works .   

MARK
HOWARD

FOUNDING
ARTISTIC
DIRECTOR

Photo by Chelsea Hoy
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C H E L S E A  H O Y  (Associate Art ist ic
Director/Choreographer)  

At  26,  Denver-born Hoy has a lready become a major
p layer  in  the performing arts  wor ld .  Generous,
rebel l ious ,  creat ive  and complex ,  her  choreographic
inf luence has s ign if icant ly  shaped T IDC’s  newest  works ,
from Communion,  to  So les  and Push .  Hoy recent ly  co-
choreographed her  f irst  fu l l - length p iece,  An Sorcas (The
Circus) ,  which saw its  prev iew in  Tokyo and wi l l  have i ts
New York  premiere at  the Joyce Theater .

In  the dance studio ,  Hoy f inds the creat ive  process to  be
a rewarding and therapeut ic  combinat ion of  f lu id
express ion and technica l  conf igurat ion .  She is  a  game
changer with  a  b ig  v is ion ,  mot ivated by the abi l i ty  th is
art  form has to  deeply  connect  strangers  and fr iends
al ike .  

Che lsea grew up dancing compet it ive ly  for  the Wick
School  of  I r ish  Dance in  Denver ,  Colorado.  She jo ined
TIDC in  2014 after  she began her  studies  at  Loyola
Univers ity  Chicago.  She graduated in  2017 with
bachelors  degrees in  Psychology and Photography.  In
addit ion  to  he lp ing gu ide the company’s  future,  she is  a
profess iona l  photographer ,  dance instructor ,  and v isua l
art ist .  Hoy’s  love of  empowering ch i ldren through the
arts  cont inues to  shape T IDC’s  outreach programming.  

A  powerfu l  act iv ist  and art ist ,  she has been entrusted
with  T IDC’s  ethos and future .   
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A L I  D O U G H T Y  ( A r t i s t i c  A s s o c i a t e )  achieved the rare feat  of  winn ing a  so lo
wor ld  championsh ip  t i t le  for  the Un ited States in  2014.  She grew up in
Ph i lade lph ia ,  studying exerc ise  phys io logy at  the Un ivers ity  of  Dayton whi le
mainta in ing a  r igorous compet it ive  dance career .  Upon her  graduat ion,  A l i
moved to Chicago to jo in  the T IDC movement and begin  her  evo lut ion  to  a
performing art ist  whi le  receiv ing her  Doctorate in  Phys ica l  Therapy at
Northwestern Un ivers ity .  With  a  seamless  b lend of  aer ia l  grace and percuss ive
power,  A l i  connects  with  audiences on a  deep leve l  and is  part  of  a  nuc leus  of
company members that  are carry ing the T IDC legacy to new he ights .

S Y D N E Y  N I E W I E D Z I A Ł  ( A r t i s t i c  A s s o c i a t e )  i s  a  rare combinat ion of
complex ity ,  power,  and poise .  She grew up dancing at  Chicago’s  Tr in ity
Academy of  I r ish  Dance where her  un ique abi l i t ies  as  an ath lete and a  leader
he lped her  r ise  to  qu ick  compet it ive  success,  winn ing the Nat iona l
Championsh ips ,  regiona l  t i t les ,  and leading her  team to win  a  go ld  medal  at  the
World  Championsh ips  as  the ir  team co-captain ,  a l l  by  the age of  12 .
Introduced at  that  t ime to Japanese audiences by Howard,  she has grown as
an art ist ,  a  compass ionate leader ,  and is  on  the front l ines  of  he lp ing T IDC push
the boundar ies  of  our  art  form whi le  she pursues a  B .S .  in  zoo logy at  Miami
Univers ity  in  Ohio .

L Y D I A  F R E D R I C K  ( A r t i s t i c  A s s o c i a t e )  TIDC’s  newest  Art ist ic  Associate,  Lydia
grew up in  New Ber l in ,  Wiscons in  dancing compet it ive ly  with  the Tr in ity  Academy
of Ir ish  Dance.  At  the age of  12 ,  she became the co-captain  of  a  U .S .  team that
captured a  h istor ic  wor ld  t i t le  at  the 2014 Wor ld  I r ish  Dance Championsh ips .
Lydia  is  current ly  pursu ing a  B .S .  in  chembio with  minors  in  bus iness  management
and psychology at  R ipon Col lege,  with  p lans  to  attend medica l  school  whi le
changing the d ia logue about  what ’s  poss ib le  with in  I r ish  dance.

M I C H A E L  F L E C K  ( A r t i s t i c  A s s o c i a t e )  A  mult id imens iona l  art ist ,  Michael
thr ives  on the intersect ion of  rhythms and spat ia l  arrangement .  Throughout  a
successfu l  compet it ive  career ,  Michael  won Regional  and US Nat iona l
championsh ips  severa l  t imes,  p lac ing as  h igh as  2nd at  the Wor ld
Championsh ips  and winn ing the A l l  I re land Championsh ips  when he was on ly  9
years  o ld .  After  earn ing h is  Bachelors  of  Arch itecture from Bal l  State
Univers ity ,  Michael  moved to Chicago to pursue a  career  in  arch itecture whi le
further  immers ing h imself  in  T IDC’s  miss ion .
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C H R I S T O P H E R  D E V L I N  ( G u i t a r  a n d  v o c a l s )  i s  a  Chicago-based music ian
who began p lay ing gu itar  at  8  years  o ld .  He has s ince grown as a  mult i-
instrumenta l ist  tra ined in  p iano,  drums,  accordion,  f idd le  and more.  Dev l in
has been a  co l laborator  with  var ied musica l  acts  across the country and is
current ly  p lay ing with  the Chicago band Rook ie .  Dedicated to community
and cu lture,  Dev l in  is  a  founding member of  the Treehouse Col lect ive ,  which
owns one of  the most  prest ig ious  recording studios  in  Chicago.  Dev l in  is
work ing on opening “The Workshop” :  an  access ib le  studio  for  Chicago art ists
in  need of  a  space to create .  Dev l in  took h is  f i rst  tr ip  to  Japan with  the
company in  2016,  and is  incredib ly  honored to share h is  ta lents  with  T IDC on
internat iona l  stages .

S T E V E N  R U T L E D G E  ( P e r c u s s i o n i s t )  i s  a  Chicago-based free lance music ian and music
instructor  with  a  strong pass ion for  p lay ing and teaching music .  A  prof ic ient  drummer
and percuss ion ist ,  he  is  a lso  wel l-versed in  gu itar ,  bass  gu itar ,  and keyboards .  Growing
up in  Port land,  OR,  Steven studied at  the Un ivers ity  of  Oregon and received a  B .A .  in
Drums Set  and Percuss ion performance from Columbia Col lege Chicago.  Whi le  there,  he
spent  three years  studying pr ivate ly  with  Chicago-based music ian Tom Hipsk ind,  who is
current ly  one of  the most  sought-after  drummers in  Chicago.  Rut ledge has worked with
severa l  premiere Chicago acts  inc lud ing Woo Park ,  Nasty Snacks ,  North By North ,  Hanna
Ashbrook,  and is  current ly  the Percuss ion ist  for  Chicago acts  such as  STREGA,  Uma
Bloo,  and Ar i  L indo.  He jo ined the T IDC band in  2018 for  h is  f i rst  tour  of  Japan and is  in
the midst  of  h is  fourth  tour ing season.

B R E N D A N  O ’ S H E A  ( G u i t a r ,  v o c a l s  a n d  c o m p o s e r )  i s  a  s inger-songwriter
or ig ina l ly  from K i l larney,  I re land who moved to the Un ited States in  the late  90 ′s .
S ince then,  he  has become a veteran of  New York  City ’s  songwriter  scene and
has re leased f ive  a lbums that  have garnered pra ise  from cr it ics  and press
around the wor ld .  T IDC’s  lead s inger  for  over  25 years ,  with  or  without  a  gu itar
in  hand,  O’Shea exce ls  at  drawing people  in .  H is  latest  a lbum “Midat lant ic
Ghost ,”  a  beaut ifu l  acoust ic  record with  songs of  leav ing and of  love,  is
avai lab le  on iTunes .  V is it  www.brendanosheamusic .com for  more info .  

J A K E  J A M E S  ( F i d d l e  a n d  b ó d h r a n )  i s  a  two-t ime A l l - I re land f idd le  champion,
bódhran p layer ,  and dancer  from NYC.  He won the Mid-At lant ic  F leadh Cheoi l  7
years  in  a  row on bodhrán and the A l l - I re land F leadh Cheoi l  twice on f idd le .
Jake has performed and taught  at  var ious  venues inc lud ing the Ir ish  Arts
Center ,  BB K ing 's ,  Gracie  Mansion,  and Carnegie  Hal l .  Jake recent ly  moved to
Chicago.  H is  debut  so lo  a lbum,  F irewood,  was re leased in  2018.  Current ly  a
member of  the band Runa,  Jake received h is  M.A.  in  composit ion  from the
Aaron Copland School  of  Music .  
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